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From the CEO Desk 

From the CEO Desk 

2014 has been a year of growth for Autism 

Tasmania as evidenced from our membership 

(now over 600), the external support from 

fundraising efforts and donations and more 

recently the election of a full Board at our Annual 

General Meeting in late October, which I 

understand has not been achieved for quite some 

time. 

I would like to welcome Dijon Barrett who was 

successful in his nomination as Senior Vice 

President and Dr Lyndsay Quarmby who were 

recently elected to the Board. I also acknowledge 

the work of outgoing Board Member Linda 

Murphy who did not renominate at the AGM after 

providing four years of valued service. We thank 

her for her contribution to Autism Tasmania. 

On the fundraising front I was pleased to travel 

to Penguin recently to speak to the North West 

Tasmanian Women’s Bowling Association 

delegates and was pleased to receive a donation 

collected from their 500 strong membership. This 

will be used to support autism awareness 

activities across that region. 

It is usual that we start to wind down leading into 

Christmas but this has not been the case this 

year and we are looking ahead to a busy start to 

2015. One project that has recently been 

confirmed is the development of a Grade 4- 

Grade 8 autism resource kit with the generous 

support of the Lions Club of Hobart Town.  

In addition we continue to receive requests from 

service providers for autism specific training and 

will continue with parent and carer information 

sessions starting at St Helens in the New Year. 

Autism Tasmania was the official charity for 

2014 Bruny Island 64K Ultra & Relay and this 

again gave us an opportunity to raise awareness 

and encourage participants to visit our website 

and to improve their understanding. The Autism 

Tas Speed Spectrums tackled the event for the 

second time and enjoyed a long day on the 

road. This may have been the reason we were 

noticed with our decorated van and received an 

award for most organised team (if only they 

knew). 

It only seems like yesterday we started a new 

year and now 2015 is only days away. The team 

at Autism Tas has put in some major efforts 

during the year and all deserve a well earned 

break to recharge their batteries and come back 

fired up to deliver on our goals for the New 

Year. 

I wish all our members, supporters and sponsors 

all the best for a safe and relaxing festive season 

and hope you have the opportunity recharge 

your batteries. Merry Christmas. 

 

 

 

Terry Burke  

CEO 

 

Autism Tasmania Board Members: 
 

 
Senior Vice President 

Dijon Barrett 

Vice President 

Keiron Cornwell 

Board Members 

Simon Chadwick 

Kathryn Fordyce 

Abbey Guilbert 

Rosalie Martin 

Dr Lyndsay Quarmby 

President  

Mick Clark  

Secretary  

Anita Brunacci 

Treasurer  

Mike Derbyshire 

Autism Tas Speed Spectrums at Lighthouse Cape Bruny 

L-R Angela Green, Kate Wilson, Judi Kearsley, Maureen 
Fasnacht, Terry Burke, Allan Kearsley 



4 

The riders are a mix of police officers and 

civilians, first timers and veterans, fit and ‘wish 

they were fitter’ riders and all of them are here 

to challenge themselves. There are also 11 

enthusiastic support crew who keep the riders 

safe, fed and hydrated and cart their luggage. 

And they’re all here to support Autism Tasmania 

and Angels Goal Anti-Bullying. 

The long climb to the top of Hellyer Gorge is 

quiet and peaceful but the banter breaks the 

silence as the riders reacquaint themselves with 

each other. Some only catch up on the Charity 

Ride, as they come from all over Tasmania and 

Australia, and cast side glances to see who had 

done any training and who had lied about how 

little they had done. Cyclists tell lies about their 

training. 

Police Charity Trust Bike Ride 

In December 2012 6 police officers were sitting 

around their lunch table discussing the Tasmania 

Police Charity Trust Bike Ride and the success it 

had been so far. Three of those officers had 

children with Autism. An approach was made to 

Constable Richard Douglas, the ride organiser, to 

support Autism Tasmania, and I agreed. 

So here I am on Friday the 28th of November 

2014 at West Park in Burnie in glorious sunshine 

looking out over 67 riders delivering the safety 

briefing for the 8th Tasmania Police Charity Trust 

Bike Ride. And some of them look nervous. 

It’s warm, and the temperature is rising, much 

like the road does after the turn off from the 

Bass Highway in Somerset. There are 116kms to 

ride from Burnie to Cradle Mountain and there 

are 2500 metres of climbing in that distance. 

That explains the nervous looks. 

Photograph by Ben Rainbird.  

Riders happy to be at the top of Black Bluff Range.  
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Once the drinks had been refilled and the road 

slanted down into Hellyer Gorge, the riders 

became a bunch of smiling 10 year olds enjoying 

the freedom of a fast downhill on their bike and 

forgetting briefly how hard they’d worked to get 

to the top. Briefly, because the road then went 

back up again out of the Gorge to lunch. This 

ride is a challenge, and takes riders deep into 

their own personal hurt zones, but if it was easy, 

nobody would donate. 

After lunch, with full bellies and a hint of 

sunburn, riders again mounted their bikes with 

smiles and bravado, but all knew the hardest and 

longest climb of the day was yet to come. The 

climb over Black Bluff Range has to be ridden to 

appreciate its beauty and it’s suffering, and those 

that did will never forget it. Riders encouraged 

each other over the top and then regrouped to 

ride into Cradle Mountain, some even rode to 

Dove Lake for a picture. It was worth it. 

Saturday saw the riders again face magnificent 

Tasmanian weather, as always, and another day 

of climbing, only 160 kms with 1800 metres of 

climbing. Easy. The ride to Poatina is through 

quiet country roads and are some of the best 

cycling roads in the state. Some punctures near 

Cethana Dam slowed some riders, but they had 

all regrouped by the top of the long climb and 

rolled into Gowrie Park together. 

Lunch was at Deloraine and provided by Down 

Syndrome Tasmania and sitting on the banks of 

the Meander River was so relaxing, some riders 

struggled to remount their trusty steeds, but the 

group rolled out into scorching heat to travel the 

last 60kms to Poatina. For those who are old 

enough to remember the distance, it was a 

classic 100 mile day. A great achievement, and 

for some the first time they had ever ridden that 

far in one day. 

A raffle held at Poatina saw the riders generously 

buying tickets and purchasing surplus riding kits, 

and that generosity by the riders saw us achieve 

our target of $40,000. 

The final day saw the peleton roll as a group 

through the back roads of Longford and over into 

Evandale where one last climb had the riders out 

of their seats and working hard, and all for a 

great cause. 

The ride finished at PCYC Launceston, who had a 

BBQ waiting for us, and a freshly brewed 

Glennroys coffee had the riders thinking that 

maybe it wasn’t that hard after all. 

The 2014 ride achieved its goal of raising funds 

and awareness for Autism Tasmania and Angel 

Goal Anti-Bullying Organisation.  

This donation means the Tasmania Police Charity 

Trust Bike Ride has donated over $290,000 to 

Tasmanian organisations supporting 

disadvantaged Tasmanian youth, and will 

continue to do so for as long as our legs can 

move us forward. Though I must find a flatter 

course some time soon. 

Richard Douglas 

Ride Co-ordinator 

Police Charity Trust Bike Ride 

 

 

Share your diagnosis journey:  

Share your family’s experience of an ASD diagnosis by 

taking part in an Olga Tennison Autism Research Centre 

(OTARC) study.  This research could help lead to 

improvements in service delivery in the future.    

Take the survey to share your experience,  

https://jfe.qualtrics.com/form/SV_0H4tqUe4DSDO5y5 

http://www.tinyurl.com/ASD-diagnosis-survey
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Faces of Emotion- Photographic 

Project- Exhibition April 2015  

Burnie Regional Art Gallery 

I’m Ed. I’m an Aspie. 

Like most Aspies of my age, I went undiagnosed 

for a long time, in fact it wasn't until 2009, at 

age 33 that I gained a formal diagnosis, 

confirming what my wife and I had suspected. 

For me personally, this diagnosis lifted a huge 

weight from my shoulders, putting my life up to 

that point into a new light, making sense of so 

many things. It is this reflection on my past that 

brought me to this project. 

In High School (1992), in “health” class, my 

teacher ran an exercise in non verbal 

communication. She gave each of us 3 emotions 

to portray by expression alone. We were all then 

given an opportunity, both to exhibit, and to read 

the emotions of others. I sucked. Really sucked. 

My teacher decided to highlight how much I 

sucked to the rest of the class. She finally let up 

when everyone was laughing at me. 

I looked back on this memory while thinking 

about my photographic work, and realised two 

things. I needed to get better at reading 

emotion, and people in general needed to 

understand how hard it is for those of us on the 

spectrum to navigate socially in a world where 

most communication is actually non verbal. So 

“Faces of Emotion” was born. 

The idea behind this project is basically a 

reversal of the methods used to teach people on 

the spectrum about emotion. Instead of using 

exaggerated expressions, my subjects will be 

photographed displaying real, subtle emotion, 

often subtle to the point of being 

indistinguishable from one another. 

I will be photographing 100 subjects (I still need 

more, so please contact me if you are interested 

in participating), all in an identical style. During 

the sittings, I will basically have a conversation 

with each person, just talking about things that 

arise, but directed towards some basic emotions. 

At a point where the emotion is starting to be 

apparent to me, I will take the photo, before 

moving onto something different, to capture a 

different emotion. 

For this project, I actually just want anybody, 

whether they are on the spectrum or not, the 

only condition being that they must be over 16, 

and if under 18, must have a parental release 

signed. 

I’m not going to be looking for extreme 

emotional responses, and I don’t intend on 

probing deeply into personal subjects, basically 

whatever the person feels comfortable 

discussing. I’m really just trying to catch the 

normal expressions people show in everyday 

conversation. 

For someone not on the spectrum it may seem 

an easy task to read these emotions, but by 

Faces of Emotion 
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Family 
Fun 
days 

 

Launceston 

Saturday 18th April 2015  

St Catherine's Hall  

Norwood 

 
 

Save 
the  
date 

taking all other cues out of the equation, and 

just leaving the viewer with 200 relatively blank, 

black and white faces staring at them, my 

intention is that they will start to feel the 

struggle that we on the spectrum experience, 

even to a point of feeling frustrated, 

overwhelmed and even maybe a bit 

claustrophobic with 200 faces staring at them 

from all directions. 

I have been lucky enough to secure both a 

grant, and a gallery to present this exhibition.  

The project has been made possible by the 

Australian Governments Regional Arts Program, 

the Regional Arts Fund, which gives all 

Australians, wherever they live, better access to 

opportunities to practise and experience the 

Arts.  

The Exhibition is being presented through the 

generous support of the Burnie Regional Art 

Gallery, and will be held in April 2015 for Autism 

Awareness month. 

Yes! April… so I really have to get this thing 

moving! So far I have about half the participants 

I need, so if you would like to spend an hour 

with me, having a conversation while I take 2 

photos, I would be incredibly grateful! 

I start shooting in the first week of January, and 

will be travelling throughout Tasmania (and 

potentially Victoria) to do the photographs 

during January, February and March. I would 

greatly appreciate your support in the way of 

participation, so if you would be willing to take 

part, please either contact me via email- 

ed@edjonesphotography.com or via my 

facebook page “Ed Jones Photography”. Just 

drop me a line, reference “Faces of Emotion” 

and I will get right back to you. 

Hopefully this project will help to get the general 

public more aware of the issues that we on the 

spectrum face in general day to day 

socialisation, and maybe create a little more 

tolerance for our awkwardness! 

Thanks! 

Ed Jones  

Faces of Emotion 

Hobart 

Sunday 12th April 2015 

Derwent  

Entertainment  

Centre 
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Professional development and community workshops 

autism spectrum disorder, visual supports, 

transitions and routines, sensory sensitivities, 

understanding anxiety, social skills and positive 

behaviour support.  Each one of the sessions was 

very well received and we believe that they have 

enhanced the way that many educators are able 

to support students with autism in their schools 

and centres.  One educator commented that she 

“came away so enthused” from each session, 

while another teacher reports that she is 

gradually putting the ideas from the workshops 

into place in her classroom, which includes three 

children with autism, and that “their days and 

mine are happier.  They are responsive and my 

TAs are feeling better supported”.    

The same series of workshops is being held in 

Launceston for parents, friends and family 

members of individuals with autism.  With the 

support of Gateway Services, Baptcare and the 

Northern Children’s Network we have been able 

to offer free childcare at these sessions.  This 

has removed a barrier for many care givers and 

enabled them to come and learn more about 

autism and to share their experiences in a 

supportive environment.  These sessions have 

been very well attended and the atmosphere has 

been incredibly positive and encouraging.  It has 

been inspiring to witness the many “ah-ha” 

moments that have occurred throughout this 

series as mothers, fathers, aunts, grandparents, 

Professional development and 

community workshops are 

increasing autism awareness in 

Tasmania 

In efforts to improve the depth of understanding 

about autism and to increase awareness of the 

condition in our society, Autism Tasmania has 

been delivering a number of professional 

development and community education 

workshops across the state in 2014.  We have 

delivered training sessions for a number of 

organisations, held a professional development 

series for educators and 

hosted a variety of 

information sessions for 

parents and the general 

community.  

We presented a series of 

professional 

development workshops 

for teachers, teacher 

assistants and childcare 

educators in Hobart, 

Launceston and 

Devonport.   This series 

consisted of seven 

topics: understanding 

Devonport Professional Learning session 

Community Awareness workshop 
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Professional development and community workshops 

family friends and adults with autism engage in 

the workshops and share their experiences.   

Autism Tasmania looks forward to delivering a 

similar series of workshops for parents, friends 

and family members in St Helens early in 2015, 

and to hosting further awareness enhancing 

workshops and events throughout the state.  If 

your organisation is interested in increasing the 

level of autism awareness and understanding 

amongst your staff members or participants 

please contact us to discuss the possibilities. 

 

Please call Robyn Thomas on 6344 1212 

or the Hobart Office on 6278 6685 or email 

autism@autismtas.org.au 

Professional development and community workshops 

Hobart Professional Learning session 
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Please consider nominating 

Autism Tasmania as the 
beneficiary of your 20% donation. 

Family  
Get-Together  

at the Bike Centre 
Launceston City Council Road Safety 

Centre,  
Lawrence Vale Road. 

January 21, 9am-1:30pm   
(drop in for as little or as long as you like – sausages will be sizzling) 

 
This is a free family event. Tea and coffee will be provided. 

 
Robyn Thomas  

Ph. 0458 375 604  
robynt@autismtas.org.au  

Bring your bikes 

Bring your scooters 

Bring your helmets 

Bring your family! 

mailto:robynt@autismtas.org.au
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Mask the Night 

 
organisations to assist with fundraising but also 

to enhance the communities’ knowledge of 

additional needs and ASD in their community. 

Over 70 people turned out to support this 

worthwhile cause and over the duration of the 

evening $1000.00 was raised including $1.00 

from every drink sold on the evening courtesy of 

Caralee at The Dunalley Hotel. 

Amity Deans 

Mask the Night Fashion Parade and 

Fundraiser 

The Dunalley Tasman Support Group (formerly 

known as Autism Support group) is a group for 

parents and carers living with and or caring for 

children with additional needs or Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  The group meet once 

a month at the Dunalley Neighbourhood House. 

On Thursday 16th October they held their 

inaugural fundraiser at the Dunalley Hotel to 

raise money towards fitting out the sensory/chill 

out room that will be in the new Dunalley Primary 

School. 

The evening was supported by “Allure by the 

Bay” who very generously donated their time and 

presented a fashion parade with clothes modelled 

by local models.  Throughout the evening there 

was music by Kelsie Hibberd, food, 

entertainment, face painting by the Face Painting 

Lady and plenty of prizes that had been donated 

by various local people, businesses and 

 

Autism CRC needs your help to shape the future 
as we embark on a landmark, national needs 
analysis of students with ASD aged 5-18 years, 
and ...their educational needs.  

We are calling on school administrators, teachers 
and specialist support staff, ancillary support staff 
such as teacher aides, parents of students with 
ASD and students with ASD to share your 
experiences.  

To help improve outcomes for students with ASD 
take the survey today.  

Visit:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
choose_survey  

Contact: Dr. Beth Saggers  
(07) 3138 9615  
b.saggers@qut.edu.au  

This project is part of Autism CRC Program 2 - 
Education which aims to provide appropriate 
educational environments and programs for 
students with ASD so that they have the best 
chance of social, behavioural and academic 
success, and to equip teachers and health 
professionals to manage even the most complex 
behaviours.  
Autism CRC is the world’s first national 
cooperative research effort focused on autism 
across the lifespan. www.autismcrc.com.au 

The Australian ASD 
Educational Needs 

Analysis  
Ethics Approval 

Numbers 1300000790 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/choose_survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/choose_survey
http://www.autismcrc.com.au/
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Amy Jansen 
Interviews Graeme 
Simsion, best selling 
author of the Rosie 
Project and The 
Rosie Effect 

 

 

The Rosie Project and its sequel, The Rosie Effect 
are essentially romantic comedies. Not long ago 
that very fact would have put me off reading 
them!  I first bought The Rosie Project on a 
whim (attracted to the striking colours on the 
cover – yes, I judged a book by its cover!) on a 
day I was feeling a bit more daring in my reading 
tastes than usual. Besides, I had heard Graeme 
Simsion was an Australian author and for some 
reason that made me feel more accommodating. 
I had very little to go on about the plot or 
characters than what was presented on the back 
cover and so it was with genuine surprise that I 
found myself finishing the book in record time 
and thoroughly enjoying every minute. 

In fact, I am certainly not alone in relishing these 
novels. The Rosie Project and The Rosie Effect 
soared to the best seller list in 2014 and have 
gone on to be republished worldwide, translated 
into different languages. Simsion reflected that 
there is something somewhat universal about the 
storyline and characters of the novels which 
makes them so completely recognisable. And for 
people living and working in the Autism 
community, that is especially the case. 

Don Tillman, the main character of the Rosie 
Project and the sequel The Rosie Effect, is 
undoubtedly an individual with Asperger’s. The 
novels are written from Don’s perspective and 
feature his work and home routines as a 
university professor of genetics. Don is successful 
and reasonably content with his life except for 
one thing: he doesn’t have a partner. Don 
decides to remedy this by embarking on a 
personal project which he dubs “The Wife 
Project”. The Wife Project consists of a sixteen 
page questionnaire he plans to give potential 
partners to establish their habits and thus avoid 
dating an unsuitable woman. High on the list of 
traits he hopes to avoid are smoking, drinking 
alcohol and lateness. Rosie Jarman is all these 
things. She also needs help and enlists Don in a 

Interview with Graeme Simsion Interview with Graeme Simsion 

project of her own – to 
find her biological 
father. 

The Rosie Project’s main storyline is the 
courtship and the falling in love of two very 
dissimilar characters. But what lifts this storyline 
beyond the norm is the intelligence and warmth 
Simsion invests in Don and Rosie and the use of 
sophisticated subplots which keep you wanting 
to turn the page. Don himself is certainly not a 
stereotype. Though the writing does appear, 
especially early on in the novel, as some readers 
have commented “like being inside Sheldon 
Cooper [of The Big Bang Theory]’s head”, 
Graeme Simsion’s intention in developing Don’s 
character is not to create an Asperger’s comic 
icon. In fact, his preparation for writing the 
novel, Simsion did not research literature on 
Autism, in fact or fiction. Simsion instead based 
the character of Don on friends and colleagues 
he himself had worked with over the years in 
academia and IT. I asked Simsion how these 
friends reacted to the book. 

“He was certainly based on people I have known 
over a period of thirty, forty years, but also one 
friend in particular who really became Don’s 
voice – and he loves the book, it left a great 
impression on him and he told me it’s the 
greatest book he ever read! He reads quite 
widely, this is not a guy who doesn’t read, he 
reads a lot of fiction and so on, and I pointed out 
to him that I to a certain degree borrowed his 
voice and he just didn’t see it...it’s clearly one of 
those things where we are in Asperger’s (and I 
will use the term Asperger’s not High Functioning 
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Interview with Graeme Simsion Interview with Graeme Simsion 

Autism) territory and we’re going to see some 
common characteristics...and people who move 
in that territory are not going to see Don as 
exactly equal to them but they’d definitely 
recognise Don as someone they might run into in 
that world.” 

Indeed, Don is presented first and foremost as a 
person. Graeme Simsion extends this further by 
being very careful not to over-use the terms 
Asperger’s , Autism or Spectrum right through 
the Rosie Project and The Rosie Effect; the 
inference is left to the reader. In fact, even at 
the end of the second book, Don does not have 
an official diagnosis. I asked Simsion why: 

“It was a very conscious decision [not to give 
Don a diagnosis]. But I did choose to put the 
word on the page. And we see that in The Rosie 
Project when Don talks to the kids with 
Asperger’s. And we see it again in the second 
book when Don talks to the character, Lydia. 
People have said to me that one of the jokes of 
the book is that Don is “too dumb to see that 
he’s got Asperger’s” but that’s not the case. I 
think Don doesn’t want that label on him. I can 
see what a two edged sword diagnosis can be 
for adults in the Autism community. For some 
people it can clearly help them understand 
themselves and make sense of what’s going on 
in their lives. But for other the term ‘diagnosis’ 
itself can carry a flavour of disease or medicine, 
or a disability. It’s commented in the first book 
that Don has been previously been diagnosed 
with ‘query schizophrenia, query bipolar, query 
depression, query whatever’ and those labels 
have not helped him. And Don, especially in the 
first and second books, just doesn’t want another 
label.” 

I reflected to Simsion that something that can 
happen in the Autism community is that a 
parent, having gone through the diagnosis 
pathway for their child with an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, has come to self-realisation that they 
too may also be on the Spectrum. As the second 
book leaves us with the birth of Don and Rosie’s 
newborn child, I asked Simsion if he saw 
anything like that happening on Don’s horizon, in 
a potential third novel. His response was: 

“I’d like to revisit Don and Rosie in about seven 
years time...five years in real time, seven years 
in theirs. My premise is that the child will be 

showing signs of Asperger’s and to show just 
how Don and Rosie will respond to that. Don 
might respond like, ‘Great – he’s growing up with 
lots of different attributes I like’ but Rosie might 
have a different attitude to it, even though she 
embraces these characteristics in Don – she gets 
him - it might not be how she wants her kid to 
be...I want to explore that a little. But I want to 
draw as much on people’s real experience of 
this. I want to avoid reading textbooks.” 

It looks like we as readers will have five years to 
wait to find out how this narrative will play out. 
In the meantime, Simsion relates that the rights 
to a film version of The Rosie Project have been 
bought by Sony and directors and producers 
assigned. Simsion isn’t able to give us a time 
frame on the release of the film version and 
whilst he will have some say into how the 
characters are presented, he relates that he 
wants to be surprised by the cast. His hopes are 
instead that the actor who can follow his own 
creative response and add his own interpretation 
of Don to the screen. And in terms of following 
your own individual creativity, Simsion added 
this advice to aspiring writers whether they 
themselves are on the spectrum or not: 

“My advice for writers or people who are 
following the creative arts is the same whether 
they have a diagnosis or identify as being on the 
Spectrum or not – and I myself do not identify 
as being on the Spectrum. For everybody, my 
advice is this: to be a published writer of fiction 
it’s a tough journey.  Be prepared to do a lot of 
hard work, don’t expect to have any success for 
a minimum of five years – that journey to being 
a novelist is going to take a while – and it’s 
going to take hard work. So get some support. 
Enrol in a programme in writing, join a writing 
group. But at the end of the day remember, 
agents and publishers will look at what’s written 
on the page – they are not judging you, they are 
judging what’s on the page. It’s not about 
personality at all, it’s about the quality of your 
writing.” Simsion reminds readers of Autism 
Tasmania that the idea that a person on the 
Spectrum cannot have an imagination or write 
fiction is in itself a stereotype and one which 
should be challenged. 

Amy Jansen 
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Big Monkey present Sinbad the Sailor 

Big Monkey are bringing Sinbad the Sailor 

to the Botanical Gardens and holding a special 

sensory friendly performance.   

 

When young Sinbad is forced to leave home with 

his two best friends he ends up on an enchanted 

island battling ogres, outwitting serpents and 

saving a beautiful princess. The Arabian Nights 

have never been this much fun!  

 

What makes this performance different to the 

others? 

The cast will make a short announcement at the 

start and introduce all the actors to the audience 

and explain what roles they play. 

There will be designated “chill out” zones for 

individuals to retreat to if necessary. 

A team of volunteers will assist families to move 

from the gate to the performance space and 

ensure children stay safe and contained within 

the designated areas during the performance.  

There will also be trained behaviour therapists in 

attendance if parents need additional support. 

Electronic equipment such as iPads and iPhones 

will be permitted during the performance. 

Children (and adults) can feel confident that they 

will be in a safe and supportive environment. 

 

The Autism Friendly performance will be on 

Saturday the 10th of January at 2pm.   

Families can buy tickets through Centertainment, 

the Theatre Royal, the Botanical Gardens Shop or 

on the day at the gate. 

Autism Friendly performance  
Saturday 10th January at 2pm.   
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The  

Stronger Relationships  

trial 

The Stronger Relationships trial aims to help 

couples build and maintain healthy, mutually 

satisfying relationships by providing them with a 

$200 subsidy for relationship education and 

counselling. 

How can relationship education and 

counselling help couples? 

Relationship education and counselling not only 

benefits couples by helping them work through 

problems—it equips them with the skills to deal 

with challenges before they become big issues. 

Relationship education and counselling have been 

shown to help people improve their 

communication and conflict resolution skills. It 

can help couples cope with changes and 

challenges, such as moving in together, having a 

baby, getting married, or managing their money. 

When can couples register? 

Couples can register at any time during the trial 

from 1 July 2014 but, as there is a limit of 

100,000 subsidies being issued, they are 

encouraged to register and book their initial 

appointment early. 

How do couples register? 

It’s very easy for couples to register for the trial. 

They just need to visit www.dss.gov.au/

strongerrelationships and answer a few 

questions about their relationship to find out if 

they are eligible. 

For more information about the Stronger 

Relationships trial visit: www.dss.gov.au/

strongerrelationships 

 

As previously mentioned in Spectrum News, 

Autism Tasmania is keen to hear from our 

members, those who live with an Autism 

Spectrum condition, parents, carers and those 

who may have experiences they would like to 

share as a part of our Tasmanian Autism 

Community Engagement Project. 

Three key areas of focus for the project will be 

the experiences of people in relation to: 

Area 1 - Gaps in post school options and 

services for adults 17-64 years   

Area 2 - National Disability Insurance Scheme – 

Tasmanian youth 15-24 years  

Area 3 - Education – suitability of supports and 

adjustments for Tasmanian children 

and young people aged 5-17 years 

living with an Autism Spectrum 

Condition including transition planning 

from secondary school. 

The project will follow a two stage engagement 

process, commencing with semi structured one 

to one interviews followed by an electronic 

survey at a later date.  The information gathered 

will be used to inform our representations to 

Government.  All information provided by 

participants will be handled with the strictest of 

confidence and be de-identified to ensure 

privacy. 

Interviews have commenced but we would 

encourage more people to participate.  Please 

register your interest to participate by contacting 

Deborah Smith by email 

deborah@autismtas.org.au or 0400 974 637. 

This is your opportunity to share your experience 

of what is working well and what needs 

improvement to allow for better participation in 

all aspects of Tasmanian community life. 

Tasmanian Autism Community 

Engagement Project  

mailto:Deborah@autismtas.org.au
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 Social/Support Groups and Information 
Sessions as at December 2014  

Southern Tasmania 
 

Dunalley 
Dunalley Community Neighbourhood Centre, 
Arthur Highway 
First Thursday morning in the month - 10am - Midday 
 
Hobart 
Fortnightly on Fridays 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Venue may vary each fortnight, contact us for current 
location 

Contact: Robyn Davis 0408 376 838 
 
Adult Asperger Group 
Autism Tasmania office, 1 Bowen Rd, Moonah 
Last Sunday in the month  2.00 - 4.00pm 

Contact: Rose Clark 0407 320 048 

 
Regular visits are made to Bridgewater, Clarence 
Plains, Geeveston and New Norfolk.  Please 
contact our office for details. 
 

North West Coast 
 

North West Parent and Carer Focus Group 
Burnie Community House, 24 Wiseman St 
Third Thursday in the month - 10.30am - midday 
 
 
Circular Head Parent and Carer Focus Group 
Smithton District Hospital’s meeting room  
Third Friday in the month - 10.30am - midday 
 
Burnie - Asperger’s Syndrome Adult Support 
Group 
152 Wilson Street, Burnie 
Second Saturday in the month  1.30 - 3.30pm 

 
Contact: Rose Clark 0407 320 048 

For more information please call: 1300 288 476 
 or 

Email autism@autismtas.org.au 

West Coast 
 

Meetings on the first Thursday in every month on a 
rotational basis - Rosebery, Queenstown and Strahan 
10:30am - midday 
Please contact Rose Clark 0407 320 048 for details of 
upcoming venue 

 
 

 

Northern Tasmania 
 

Launceston 
Autism information sessions are conducted regu-
larly at:  
Northern Children’s Network, Amy Road, Newstead. 
Please contact our office for details 
 
Bike Centre family get togethers in school holidays 

Contact: Robyn Thomas 0458 375 604 
 
 
Adult Asperger Group—Launceston 
Aspire Building, 190 Charles Street, Launceston 
First Saturday in the month  1.30 - 3.30pm. 

Contact: Rose Clark 0407 320 048 
 
Regular visits are made to Scottsdale, Campbell 
Town and George Town.  Please contact our office 
for details. 

North West Parent and 

Carer Focus Groups 
Parents across the north-west have met very 

regularly during the year. Focus groups are 

located at Smithton, Queenstown, Burnie, 

Devonport and very recently there has been the 

establishment of one at Wynyard.  

The first meeting in Wynyard attracted 23 

parents and carers with a number of extended 

family members coming along for the gathering 

at a local cafe as a permanent venue hadn’t been 

finalised. The group met again at the beginning 

of December with a smaller turn up due to 

Christmas functions at various schools and will 

now meet at a permanent home - the Wynyard 

Cricket Club meeting room.  

Devonport’s group too has been re-established 

with 2 coffee mornings, one in November and 

one in December and 2015 will see them meeting 

at local venue, The Playhouse which has facilities 

for self-catering as well as a huge space with 

toys and playthings for pre-schoolers. 
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together for the year was a very lively couple of 

hours with much discussion on various topics with 

an array of festive food for afternoon tea. The 

group will resume early in the new year. 

The southern group finish the year with a picnic at 

the Botanical Gardens in Hobart in the ‘usual spot’ 

underneath a stand of lovely shady trees near the 

shop. A collection of rugs and food magically 

happen as the group arrives to sit and chat and 

enjoy the surroundings. If the weather is not 

conducive to a picnic we have the get together in 

the usual venue – the Autism Tasmania offices in 

Moonah..   

A Christmas barbecue is the last event for the 

north-west group and one of the regular members 

has offered his home as the venue – a better 

proposition than last year when the public 

barbecue we thought was gas fired turned out to 

be a ‘bring your own wood’ barbecue!!  Penguin 

Senior Citizens Hall is now the venue for the north

-west and this may well be a permanent fixture for 

2015. 

Each of the groups is open to older adolescents 

and adults who either have a diagnosis or think 

they maybe on the spectrum. 

For new people wishing to attend it is advisable to 

phone on the number below to ensure the location 

of the get together they would like to attend as 

sometimes the various groups opt for a picnic/

walk/or different venue if the ‘usual’ one is 

unavailable for some reason.  

For further information ring Rose on 0407 320 048 

 

 

 
 
 
 

For more information please call: 1300 288 476 
 or 

Email autism@autismtas.org.au 

Each of the groups have been busy with 

numerous topics for discussion, some of these 

were: Sexuality and Social Safety, Transition, 

Sensory issues and strategies, Siblings as well as 

eating and toileting. It has been amazing how 

much knowledge and innovation within families 

came to the fore when discussing these topics. 

Many parents went away from the discussion 

with some ‘tried and true’ strategies and also the 

feeling that others had ‘been there before’ and 

come up with some really helpful ways of dealing 

with some difficult issues. 

The festive season means that most groups are 

‘in recess’ until well after Christmas and will come 

back together from late January onwards. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas and 

holiday season with family and friends. 

For anyone wanting to attend a Parent and Carer 

focus group please ring Rose on: 0407 320 048 

 

The Asperger Support 

Groups 
The 3 adult Asperger groups in Hobart, 

Launceston and the north-west coast continue to 

meet and grow steadily with new people 

regularly coming along. Many of the people who 

attend have a ‘late diagnosis’ or no diagnosis 

however suspect they may be on the autism 

spectrum. 

Each of the groups will have had their final get 

together for 2014 by the time Spectrum News 

reaches you. 

The northern group meet in the Aspire building in 

Launceston once a month and have also 

established a ‘drop in’ group which meet each 

Thursday in the city at Annie’s cafe which is part 

of the Pilgrim Church complex. The last get 

 Social/Support Groups and Information  

For more information please call: 1300 288 476 
 or 

Email autism@autismtas.org.au 
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Independent Kids—Occupational Therapists 
(Burnie) 
Alison Hopwood 
Ph: 03 6234 5333 
ahopwood@independentkids.com.au 

ISADD       
Krystal Bassano (ABA Therapist)  
M: 0400 567 646  
www.isadd.org 
 

SPOT ON 
Speech Pathology Tasmania - Speech Pathologists 
Rosalie Martin 
Ph: 03 6234 5717 
r.martin@spt.com.au 
 

St Giles Society Inc  
Occupational Therapy, Speech Pathology and 
Psychology  
Ally White   
Ph: 03 6345 7333  
www.stgiles.org.au 
 

Tim Feely and Associates  
Tim Feely (Psychologist & Speech Pathologist)  
Ph: 03 6334 4451 
admin@timfeely.com.au 
www.timfeely.com.au 

TLC Psychology 
Mickaela Schelleman (Psychologist & Director)  
M: 0410 788 844 (Mickaela) 
mickaela@tlcpsychology.com.au 
www.tlcpsychology.com.au 
 

Northern Providers 

Dr Larry Cashion 
Psychologist 
M: 0429 057 755  
larry@cashion.net 
www.drcashion.com.au 

Connect and Relate for Autism Inc. 
Bronwen Prazak RDI program certified consultant  
M: 0423 066 276  
rdi@asdconnect.com.au 
www.connectandrelateforautism.com.au 

Flexible Speech Pty Ltd 
Leaps Ahead Early Intervention 
Michelle Furminger, ABA Programs Supervisor  
M: 0407 240 874 
admin@leapsaheadei.com.au 
www.leapsaheadei.com.au 

Giant Steps 
Tim Chugg (Principal) Deloraine 
Ph: 03 6362 2522  
principal@giantsteps.tas.edu.au 
www.giantsteps.tas.edu.au 

Heartbeat Music Therapy 
Minky van der Walt- Registered Music Therapist  
Via Skype 
M: 0404 921 298 
minky.vanderwalt@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heartbeat-Music-
Therapy/735739586464566 

Updated List of Department of Social Services Approved 

Panel Providers/Consortiums 

(as at December 2014) 

Providing Early Intervention Services to Tasmanian Families 

As part of the Helping Children With Autism Package  

The Department of Social Services has established a panel of early intervention service providers to deliver 
evidence based services to eligible children as part of the Helping Children with Autism (HWCA) package. 
More information about the HCWA package can be found at http://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/
disability-and-carers/program-services/for-people-with-disability/helping-children-with-autism 

Families can also access Panel Providers from inter-state, a list of providers can be found on the HCWA website. 

Heidi Smit 
Occupational Therapist  
M: 0410 085 225 
heidi@heidismit.com.au 
www.heidismit.com.au 
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Southern Providers 

Dr Larry Cashion 
Psychologist  
M: 0429 057 755  
larry@cashion.net 
www.drcashion.com.au 

Connect and Relate for Autism Inc. 
Bronwen Prazak RDI program certified consultant  
M: 0423 066 276  
rdi@asdconnect.com.au 
www.connectandrelateforautism.com.au 

Flexible Speech Pty Ltd 
Leaps Ahead Early Intervention 
Michelle Furminger, ABA Programs Supervisor 
M: 0407 240 874 
admin@leapsaheadei.com.au 
www.leapsaheadei.com.au 

Exceptional Kids 
Dianna King (Occupational Therapist) 
M: 0417 780 801 
exceptionalkids@netspace.net.au 
 

Heartbeat Music Therapy 
Minky van der Walt- Registered Music Therapist  
Via Skype 
M: 0404 921 298 
minky.vanderwalt@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Heartbeat-Music-
Therapy/735739586464566 

Updated List of Department of Social Services Approved 

Panel Providers/Consortiums 

(as at December 2014) 

Providing Early Intervention Services to Tasmanian Families 

As part of the Helping Children With Autism Package  

Lindisfarne Psychology and Well Being Centre 
Psychologists and Speech Pathologist 
Anne Hadrill 
P: 6243 8715 
lindis.psychology@bigpond.com 
 
Lisa Maree Ford 
Lisa Maree Ford (Psychologist)  
(Maternity Leave till March 2015) 
M: 0411 117 765  
lisaford.psychology@gmail.com 
 
SPOT ON 
Speech Pathology Tasmania - Speech Pathologists 
Rosalie Martin 
Ph: 03 6234 5717 
r.martin@spt.com.au 
 
Independent Kids—Occupational Therapists 
Alison Hopwood 
Ph: 03 6234 5333 
ahopwood@independentkids.com.au 
 

St Giles Society Inc  
Occupational Therapy & Speech Pathology  
Contact Person: Tennille Burns (Co-ordinator of EI 
Planning) 
Ph: 03 6238 1888  
www.stgiles.org.au 

TLC Psychology 
Catherine Silcock (Speech Pathologist) 
M: 0439 010 285  
catherine.silcock@gmail.com 
www.tlcpsychology.com.au 
 
Hobart Speech Pathology Service 
Vicki Allen Speech Pathologist 
Ph: 03 6225 4353  
vta7@netspace.net.au 
 

Heidi Smit 
Occupational Therapist  
M: 0410 085 225 
heidi@heidismit.com.au 
www.heidismit.com.au 

The Department of Social Services has established a panel of early intervention service providers to deliver 
evidence based services to eligible children as part of the Helping Children with Autism (HWCA) package. 
More information about the HCWA package can be found at http://www.dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/
disability-and-carers/program-services/for-people-with-disability/helping-children-with-autism 

Families can also access Panel Providers from inter-state, a list of providers can be found on the HCWA website. 
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New HCWA Panel Providers 

Michelle 

Furminger 

Leaps Ahead 

Early 

Intervention 

Michelle Furminger is the 

Clinical Director of Leaps 

Ahead Early Intervention. This is a new mobile 

service located in Hobart and services state wide to 

families. Michelle is a registered Behaviour Analyst 

and an Inclusive Educator who has had over 17 

years experience within the field of early 

intervention. She is registered for the HCWA and 

Better Start funding through the DSS. 

Leaps Ahead Early Intervention uses the principles 

and techniques of Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA). 

This is a scientifically proven method that has had 

over 30 years of empirical research within the field 

of autism and early intervention. ABA breaks skills 

down to their most simplest form so the child is 

able to learn age appropriate skills within all 

domains of child development. These skills are 

practiced intensively and then generalised across 

multiple settings with different people. 

Leaps Ahead Early Intervention works directly with 

parents to tailor learning programs to the individual 

needs of the child and treat challenging behaviours 

that inhibit learning by teaching new, more 

appropriate skills that serve the same function. The 

overall aim is to teach the child how to learn by 

themselves and how to moderate their own 

behaviour. These programs target all domains of 

learning and development including: communication 

skills, social skills, play skills, motor skills, daily 

living skills and cognitive skills. 

Leaps Ahead Early Intervention can also provide 

assistance to families who require help with 

teaching a target skill or to reduce challenging 

behaviours. Michelle has extensive experience in 

toilet training children with special needs and has 

written and presented numerous papers 

internationally at conferences. She can also assist 

families with food refusal issues, sleep difficulties, 

social skills and techniques to reduce challenging 

behaviours. 

For more information, contact Michelle on 

0407240874 or admin@leapsaheadei.com.au 

Lindisfarne Psychology and 

Wellbeing Centre 

 

Practitioners at Lindisfarne Psychology and Wellbeing 

Centre are now registered to provide services through 

the Helping Children with Autism and Better Start 

Initiatives funded by the DSS. 

We have five psychologists and a speech pathologist 

with many years experience working with children 

with ASDs and their families. 

Psychologists: 

Lesley Fraser has been a school psychologist for over 

30 years and for several years was the psychologist 

at ECIS. 

Lydia Black has worked as a school psychologist in 

both the DoE, the Catholic system and in Indonesia. 

Ali Morse has a teaching background and is now a 

clinical psychologist with an interest in ASD. 

Karen Spanjer is an experienced school psychologist 

who has been offering small group programs focusing 

on social skills and emotional regulation for the last 

18 months. These groups have been very popular and 

usually have no more than half the participants with 

an ASD. 

Anne Hadrill has over 30 years experience as a 

special education teacher and psychologist and has 

been offering services through the HCWA program for 

five years. She is also a Secret Agent Society 

facilitator and works with adolescents and adults with 

ASDs. 

Speech Pathologist: 

Robin Wilson has over 30 years experience as a 

speech pathologist in both government services and 

private practice. 

We offer individual and group programs and are able 

to assist with behavioural and emotional issues. We 

can also provide support in transitions such as from 

kinder to full time schooling. 

Our practice is at 44a Lincoln Street, Lindisfarne. 

We have a car park behind the building. 

For further information or to book an appointment 

contact us on 6243 8715 or by email at 

lindis.psychology@bigpond.com 

mailto:lindis.psychology@bigpond.com
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School Holiday Programs 

Northern 
Queen Victoria Art Museum & Art Gallery 
(QVMAG) 
Activities are held during the school holidays. For 
more information visit www.qvmag.tas.gov.au or 
phone 6323 3777 
 
Launceston LINC School Holiday Program  
The program is open to primary school aged 
children.  LINC encourages parents/carers to 
accompany the children and to work with their 
child to enable effective participation.   For more 
information contact Launceston LINC, Civic 
Square. Phone 6777 2455 
 
QVMAG and Launceston LINC activities are not 
autism specific. Please use your own judgement 
as to their suitability for your child. 
 
Family Based Care (North) School Holiday 
Program 
Various activities (There are generally 2 activities 
every day over the 3 x 2 week holidays and over 
the longer summer break, run for 3 weeks). 

Locations:  Just Swim , cinema, roller-skating, 
sliders, 10 pin bowling, Kids Paradise and roller-
skating to name a few. 

Dates and times usually 1 – 2 hours, one session 
in morning and one in afternoon – sometimes a 
Saturday so Dads can participate. For example: 
coming up they are going to the Tram Museum 
on a Saturday morning so Dads can be involved. 

Cost: no cost 
Suitable age range: Child is at school 

Eligibility requirements: Meets HACC (Home and 
Community Care) guidelines 

Parent supervision required?: Parents need to 
attend as well as siblings 

Registration process: Call Deb Robinson 

Contact details for enquiries 6333 3999 

This is a lovely opportunity for families to come 
together in the community. 

Southern  
Our Time  
Provides planned breaks for people supporting 
family members or friends with a mental health 
issue and/or Autism Spectrum Disorder. Enquiries 
about school holiday assistance should be made 
to Anglicare 1800 243 232,  remembering that 
now is the time to start planning for the January 
holidays.   
 
Hobart Bush Adventures  
http://www.hobartcity.com.au/Recreation/
Bushland/Bush_Adventures 
 
Family Programmes at TMAG 
http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/
learning_and_discovery/families 
 
The Library LINC also has programmes which 
would appeal. 
http://www.linc.tas.gov.au 
 
All programs are inclusive but it is recommended 
to mention the child’s needs/any special 
requirements when booking.  
 
 
 

http://www.qvmag.tas.gov.au
http://www.hobartcity.com.au/Recreation/Bushland/Bush_Adventures
http://www.hobartcity.com.au/Recreation/Bushland/Bush_Adventures
http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/learning_and_discovery/families
http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/learning_and_discovery/families
http://www.linc.tas.gov.au
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BOOKS  

The books listed below are mainstream books 

that have a connection to the autism spectrum 

as the focus for their stories:- 

 

House Rules by Jodi Piccoult (Fiction) 

Look Me in the Eye by John Elder Robinson 

(Non-fiction: the author has a diagnosis of 

Asperger’s Syndrome) 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night Time by Mark Haddon (Fiction) 

A Friend Like Henry by Nuala Gardner. (Non-

fiction: written by the mother of a child with a 

diagnosis and how a the new addition in the 

family, a dog called Henry help her son 

understand much more of his world) 

Not Even Wrong by Paul Collins. (Non-fiction: 

the author was researching the history of ASD 

when his own son was diagnosed with Autism) 

George and Sam written by Charlotte Moore. 

(Non-fiction: author is the mother of two sons 

with ASD) 

Thinking in Pictures written by Temple 

Grandin. (Non-fiction; the author has a diagnosis 

of High Functioning Autism) 

The Other Country by Michael Whelan. (Non-

fiction: the author is the father of a child 

diagnosed with ASD) 

Smiling at Shadows written by Junee Waites. 

(Non-fiction: the author has a son – now in his 

30’s – who has moderate Autism) 

Daniel Isn’t Talking by Marti Leimbach. 

(Fiction) 

Dear Gabriel by Halfdan W. Freihow (Non-

fiction) 

The Boy Who Fell to Earth by Kathy Lette. 

(Part fact part fiction.) 

Carly’s Voice by Arthur Fleischmann with Carly 

Fleischmann. (Non-     fiction written by a father 

alongside his daughter with severe autism.) 

Different Not Less by Temple Grandin. (Non-

fiction: the author has a diagnosis of High 

Functioning Autism) 

MOVIES  

The movies listed below are mainstream movies 

with an autism spectrum theme:- 

 

Temple Grandin – Starring Clare Danes in the 

leading role playing Temple Grandin. The real life 

Temple is a well known animal scientist who is a 

professor at Colorado University. Temple has 

High Functioning Autism and had major input 

into the making of the movie.  

Mary and Max – a claymation movie made in 

Australia, the work of Adam Elliot who made 

Harvey Crumpet which won an Oscar a couple of 

years ago. The film is about an 8 year old girl, 

Mary who lives in Melbourne and becomes a pen 

pal to Max who lives in America. Max has 

Asperger’s Syndrome. (Not suitable for younger 

viewers). 

The Magnificent Seven – starring Helen 

Bonham Carter. A movie made in Britain 

portraying the real life story of Jaqui Jackson, a 

single mother to seven children: four boys and 3 

girls. All of the boys in the family have an Autism 

Spectrum Disorder. 

Snow Cake – starring Sigourney Weaver who 

plays the role of a mother with High Functioning 

Autism. 

Mozart and the Whale – starring Josh Hartnett 

and Rhada Mitchell. This film looks at a couple 

with Asperger’s Syndrome who have savant 

skills. 

The Black Balloon – an Australian movie 

starring Toni Collette, Erik Thompson, Luke 

Wakefield and Rhys Wakefield. This film is about 

a family who have a son with severe autism.  

Alone in a Crowded Room – a recently made 

Australian documentary featuring 4 adults with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder. The producer of this 

film, Lucy Paplinksi has an adult brother with 

ASD.   

 

Autism Spectrum in movies and books 
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Book Giveaway 

Footprint Books are generously offering Autism Tasmania 
friends and families a special discount code (TAS14) which 

offers a 15% discount on all titles and free delivery. 

 

Footprint Books are a generous 

benefactor donating numerous books to our 

library.  They have kindly donated 3 copies of 

each of the Starving the Anger Gremlin 

workbooks written by Kate Collins-Donnelly.  

Starving the Anger Gremlin, A Cognitive 

Behavioural Therapy Workbook on Anger 

Management for Young People is designed for 

young people to work through on their own or 

with the support of a parent or professional.  

Through a series of exercises young people can 

learn about anger, triggers for their own anger 

and strategies to 

manage anger. 

Starving the Anger 

Gremlin, A Cognitive 

Behavioural Therapy 

Workbook on Anger 

Management for 

Children Aged 5-9  is 

developed specifically 

for younger children.  

Through stories, 

puzzles and activities 

children explore their 

feelings, learn about 

feeling angry and how 

to starve the Anger 

Gremlin.   

There is one copy of each book available for 

each region, the North-West/ West, North and 

South.   To enter simply send an email to 

autism@autismtas.org.au with your Name, 

Phone number, mailing address and the age 

range preferred. (5-9 or Young people)  and use 

Anger Gremlin in the Subject line. 

Terms and Conditions 

Entries close 11:59pm 28 February 2015. 

Competition drawn 10am Tuesday 3 March 2015. 

Only one entry per household. 

Winners will be chosen randomly from each region. 

No correspondence will be entered into. 

Prizes are not redeemable for cash. 
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Book Giveaway 

Look what is new in our library.  
 
Check our website for regional availability. 
 
Thank you to our private donors and Footprint 
Books for regularly donating items to our library  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Autism Tasmania Library 

Asperger’s and Girls 
Tony Attwood and 
Temple Grandin and 
7 more experts. 

Siblings of Children 
with Autism, a guide 
for families. 
Sandra L. Harris and 
Beth A. Glasberg. 

Very Late Diagnosis of 
Asperger Syndrome 
(Autism Spectrum 
Disorder)  How Seeking 
a Diagnosis in Adulthood 
Can Change Your Life 
Phillip Wylie. 

Girls Growing Up on the 
Autism Spectrum 
Shana Nichols 
 

A Different Kettle of 
Fish; A Day in the Life 
of a Physics Student 
With Autism. 
Michael Barton 
 

Aspergirls 
Rudy Simone 

 

My Life in a Pea Soup 
Lisa Nops 

Boomer & Me 
Jo Case 

Carly’s Voice 
Arthur Fleischmann 
and Carly Fleischmann 
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February 25  10am – 2:30pm  Sensory sensitivities and 

Understanding anxiety  

 

March 11  10am – 2:30pm  Social Skills, positive behaviour 

support and hygiene and sexuality   

 



 

Application for Membership 

Donations over $2 to 

Autism Tasmania Inc. 

are tax deductible and 

receipted separately. 

 Please mail to:  The Membership Secretary, Autism Tasmania Inc 

  PO Box 514, Moonah, TAS, 7009 

Name:   _____________________________ □  __________________________________ □ 

 Person 1 Person 2 (if applicable) 

Date of Birth:  _____ / ____ / _____    ______ / _____ / ______  
**if more than one person, please tick box to indicate primary mail recipient** 

Organisation (if applicable):  _______________________________________________________________  

Residential Address:  ____________________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________  Post Code:  _________________________  

Postal Address or as above  □  ___________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________  Post Code:  _________________________  

Telephone:   _____________________________  Mobile:   _________________________  

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________  

Please indicate your membership category: 

 Person 1 Person 2 (if applicable) 

 □ Person on the Autism Spectrum □ Person on the Autism Spectrum 

 □ Parent/Grandparent of person on the Autism Spectrum □ Parent/Grandparent of person on the Autism Spectrum 

 □ Extended Family of person on the Autism Spectrum □    Extended Family of person on the Autism Spectrum 

  - relationship  ___________________    - relationship  __________________  

 □ Other Individuals □ Other Individuals 

 □ Professional/Organisation 
 

I agree with the aims and ideals of Autism Tasmania Inc. I understand that acceptance of membership is subject to 
approval of the Board and that my personal details will remain private. 

   ______________________________   _______________________________  
 Signed Date 
 

Membership fee: 

Professional/Organisation/Other Individuals $27.50 

Person with Autism/Parent/Grandparent Free 

Donation *Any donations would be appreciated and assist us with providing support ______________  

 Total:$ ____________   
Payment Method (if applicable):  

□ Paid directly to Bendigo Bank [Please include your name when making the EFT or direct deposit]    
 Account Name: Autism Tasmania Inc. BSB: 633 000 Acct No. 136 780 525 

□ Cheque or money order enclosed [please do not send cash through the mail] 

□ Visa or MasterCard 

 Card Number: _____________________________________  Expiry Date: ______________________  

 Name on Card: _______________________________  Cardholder’s Signature: __________________  



 

 

ABN: 90 215 494 454 

 
Hobart 

1 Bowen Road, Moonah 
PO Box 514, Moonah 7009 

Ph: (03) 6278 9985 
 

Launceston 
59D Amy Road, Newstead 

PO Box 358, Newstead 7250 
Ph: (03) 6344 1212 

 
Phone: 1300 288 476 
Fax: (03) 6278 3020 

Email: autism@autismtas.org.au 
www.autismtas.org.au 


